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	On the surface, I think Japan is a democratic country because we have a political system in which power theoretically lies in the hands of the citizens who can elect people to represent them.
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	However, if you take a closer look and compare it with other democratic nations, you will find that Japan’s democracy is not functioning properly.
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	Firstly, for most of the post war period, there has been only one political party - the Liberal Democratic Party that has dominated Japanese politics.
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	Other parties simply haven’t had enough strength to win national elections.
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	There is a general tendency for parties in power for a long time to become arrogant, complacent, intolerant and corrupt.
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	Japan is no exception.
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	In recent years, the media has reported low voter turnouts at election time.
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	This apathy could be attributable to single-party dominance.
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	Until the day when the current political situation is altered and a party strong enough to really challenge the LDP emerges, Japan cannot be called a true democratic nation.
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	Secondly, Japan’s democracy is not something that Japanese people won as a result of years of struggle on their part, as has been the case in many other now democratic countries.
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	Instead, it was merely imposed by the United States when Japan surrendered unconditionally to the US and its allies in 1945, following World War II.
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	Our constitution was drafted not by the Japanese but by the General Headquarters of the Allied Forces at that time, chiefly General McArthur, the Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers.
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	So in a way, it could be said that Japan’s democracy is a borrowed concept and it is not a democracy in the true sense of the word.
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①リプロダクションで書き出すことのできた英文をオリジナル英文の下欄に入力しなさい。

1 オリジナル英文と比較し，下記の要領に沿って，右枠に各行の○△×？の数を入力しなさい。
	○…上のテキストと完全に一致している単語

△…元の単語が推測できそうな，惜しい／小さなつづり間違いのある単語

×…完全に意味のとおらない単語（書き出せなかった単語はカウントしない）

？…△か×で，判断の難しい単語
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